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     Do not pre-wash, wash, or rinse vehicles outside or away from the wash 
area, to prevent wash water discharge to the ground or surface waters. 

Figure 14. Dirty water in this puddle just outside the car wash tunnel indicates some car washing 
took place outside the wash tunnel, allowing dirty water to run onto the ground instead of into the 

collection pit.

Stormwater

    Do not allow intrusion of stormwater into the recycle system. Install overhangs, 
roofi ng, or other devices on buildings.  Also, install curbs around wash bays or 
tunnel entrances (or elevate bays or tunnels) as appropriate.  This will avoid 
the overloading of the system’s storage capacity, and the potential to cause 
a discharge.

Figure 15. The collection pit at this car wash facility is located outside, adjacent to the wash 
tunnel.  The pit is not covered, there is no overhang, and the downspout brings rain water right 

into the pit. This situation must be corrected.
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Figure 16. The rain falling onto this wash pad can be diverted to the stormwater sewer via a 
removable rain water dam.  This prevents the recycle system from overfl owing due to excess 
volume.  The wash pad must be thoroughly cleaned before diverting the rainfall off the pad and 

into the storm sewer.

Figure 17. This facility does not have a roof or other cover over the wash area.  As a result, 
excess stormwater occasionally creates an overfl ow of wastewater into the stormwater pond 

adjacent to the system. This is not a desirable situation.

     If a wash pad can not be covered with a roof for various reasons (including 
cost), another way to prevent stormwater from overfl owing the system, is to 
install a stormwater diversion valve.  This allows the system to discharge 
uncontaminated stormwater runoff from the wash pad to an appropriate 
stormwater outfall when the pad is not in use. 
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Figure 18. The wash pad at this facility is equipped with a stormwater diversion valve.

    If the system is equipped with a stormwater diversion valve, the following 
procedures must be followed to insure proper results:
• The wash pad must be cleaned with fresh makeup water after each day of 
   use to prevent stormwater contamination.
• The rain diverter valve must be in the proper position (according with the
   operation procedures) before starting the wash operations.
• Discharge of solids is not allowed.
• The discharge of uncontaminated stormwater must not cause a 
   visible sheen.

Solids

    Prior to disposal, separator sludge must be sampled to determine if it is a 
hazardous waste.  (See section I.A. of this document for more information.)  
Sludge and solids from sedimentation tanks, centrifugal separator, used fi lter 
material, and other solid wastes, that are not hazardous, must be disposed of 
at a Class I or Class II lined, solid waste landfi ll authorized by the Department 
to accept solid wastes under Chapter 62-701, F.A.C.  A record of the quantity 
of waste sludge disposed, contract hauler, disposal location, and disposal 
date for the sludge must be maintained.

     Sludges and sediments from the oil section of the oil-water separator can 
be managed by the used oil handler as an “oily waste” such that both used 
oil and such sludges can be handled at the same time by one handler.  This 
can also apply to drip pads and sorbent materials used to clean up releases 
of used oil.

      Settled solids must be frequently removed, to prevent drains from clogging, 
or sumps from overfl owing. Used fi lters and other solid waste must be stored 
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